
WATER FOR FOOD
To produce food, water is consumed by the plants in the field through 

evaporation and transpiration. 

The amount of water needed varies with crops and depends from place to 

place, on local productivity and conditions of available water supply through 

rainfall or irrigation. Once the product is harvested and becomes available 

on the market, the water embedded in the product changes status from 

‘real’ water to ‘virtual’ water.

www.fao.org/nr/water
www.unwater.org/worldwaterday

More information: World Water Day 2012 
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